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Notes on the Spanish National Radio (Radio National Espana Mg) 

1. Spanish Government policy on broadcasting to the Soviet Bloc.

Essentially no policy exists. This is in accordance with the basic attitude
of the government which, g ofer as I can seats is one that attempts to deny that the
Soviet Bloc exists. The Spanish Government vents no contact sith the Soviet Bloc and
has no serious interest in developments within it. This attitude is significantly
modified due to the increasing importance fox' Spain of Soviet Bloc trade. That trade
is, however, conducted in the most discreet and Obscure manner possible with the aim
of keeping up the pretense that not even commercial relations exist. As consequence
of this absence of policy, the Spanish Gcmernment has no interest in furthering any
particular attitude in the population of the Soviet Bloc other than one of totel re-
jection of the Communist system. There is no policy guidance concerning the types
of broadcasts that RIM should produce nor is there, so far as I know, a serious interest
in what it sari beyond that it be anti-Communist. The government supports the eastern
broadcasts so far as rknow, only because it feels its prestige is enhanced by doing
so and because it is attacked heavily by Communist Bloc radios and therefore feels a
natural urge to respond. Because of this attitude, one cannot predict what propaganda
line the radio may take at any particular time. Government policy is not involved in
the selection of one line or another, so long as the content is not overtly pro-Communist
and high officials appear to be indifferent to -*that it wave

2. Current situation in the Eastern-European section of RWA.

a. The Russian Deal

At present the Russian Beek is functioning better than it has since the
departure of Sr. CASTRO Farinas in 1958. This development is due
exclusively to fortuitous circumstance. Until last December the Russian
Desk had been headed by a semi-literate and semi-senile Georgian, enc
10113 responsible ter such broadcasts as the eulogy of Adolph Hitler Shortly
after the visit of President Eisenhower to Madrid and a vitriolic attack
on the February Revolution as nothing more than the first step in the
Bolshevik seizure of power in Russia. (Once he was stopped in the nick
of time from putting out over the air an announcement that the Polish
and Yugoslav Communist Parties had farmed an alliance. The grounds for
this assamptifin was the G • *an i s belief that Lublin, the city where the
Poles were going to have - • Party Congress, was identical with
Ljubljana in Yugoslavia.) Fertunately this man died last December and
has been replaced by an inoffensive old emigre mho is a Lietenant (in spite
of his years) in the Spanish Army and *hose only concern is doing as little
as possible.. He happens to be a good friend of aviamtla and welcomes
MIR= material because having it avoids his having to write himself.
Pr one reason or another the rest of the regular meebers of the staff are,
by and large, also either too lazy to do their own work or innocuous. One
important recent Change, also dating from last Fall, is the d ifferent atti-
tude newaManelayed by the chief of the Eastern-European section toward
AEVTRGIL/106. This is the result of 106 1 s inviting the chief to an ALNIRGIL
conference in Menial. This again reflects no particular change in pain,'
orattitude, but simply the chief's current foaling of obligation toward
AESTIRGIL because they invited him on the trip. One of the complications
which still persists on the Russian program is that it is the only program
under the controol of the East-European section for which a specific amount
of money (200 pesetas) is paid for each five-minute script used. The other
East-European programs are produced by people who receive* it agything* a
smell monthly salary and no extra money is paid for scripts, The Russian
program, unfertunatelypis looked upon as an important source of income by
a large number of people who know nothing about the Soviet Union * are
completely ignorant of Communise* and have only onovehject in mind in
writing far the program, the acqaisition of 200 pesetas a script. At
present, there are several emigre Rumanians, friends of the director of
the East-European section, who 'write articles in French -which are translated
into Spanish and then later into Russian for the Russian program and are
usually of a violently anti-Russian rather than anti-Consunist nature.



There are many other "hangars-on" uho also make money this Yee. This i3
an indemic problem in the Russian section and Will never be mired until
.payments for scripts are no longer made. The other desks of the East-
European section of the radio include a Belorussian Nationalist program,
sponsored by the Belorussian National Council, and a Ukrunian program
run by two Ukranians from the Stetsko Ukranian Nationalist Organization.
Broadcaets to the Soviet Union are also made in the languages in the
three Baltic countries, All the minority nationality broadcasts are
violently anti-Russian in character, particular Belorussian and Ukranian
programs. The content of these programs is beeond our control and probably
have a more negative than positive value, particularly aelcrussian, in view
of the 'weakness of rieloruesian nationalist sentiment in Belorussia. Baltic
programs are better in content and are becoming less violently anti-7.ussian
and more eeti-Communint„ due to MAIM influence. Each of the 3altic pro-
grams has a KUBARK agent rking mith others to prepare the progrma. In
addition to programs in the languaras of the Soviet Union, there are also
programs in Polish, Czech, Slovak, Hungarian, Rumanian, Pulgarien, Croat
and probably Serbian. The contributors to these programs represent a wine
spectra of political ideologies and attitudes toward Pussiane. The Poles
are apparently an able and enlightened group who produce generally good
programs and to have managed to keep more or less abreat of modem history.
Most of the rest of the groups are ccmposed of former officials of puppet
governmente set up by the Germans during WW II, althonah there are some
exceptions each as the Bulgarians, I know little about the content of
their program, but suspect that it is not reearkably appealing to their
prospective audiences. There is no general line, no coordination among
the programs or the groups and m great deal of remarkably contradictory
information and opinions produced. I doubt that any Spanish official
would even attempt to try to produce same order in this chaos and that
were programs protl/iced by the Eastern-Ebropean section to be broadcast
over the AMCaRLIB station, it would be up to AMGOMLIB to insist on improved
content.

3e Observations concerning negotiations iu the future.

The main interest of the Spaniards directly concerned with the programs of
Radio National and probably with any fixture program broadcast over AMCIMIR woulebe
money. They would certedele vies any proposal to expand programang to the point of
view of how many friends could be provided with jobs through it. Therefore, I suggest
that negotiations begin at a level too high to be involved in hiring and firing, with
the Minister of infermation aad Tourism, perhaps. To avoid tampering with the proposal
by those interest in jobs for brethers-in-laws, the proposal sboe/d be concrete and
detailed, I believe, and as much as possible on a take-it or leave-it basis. There are
able men in Spain, the former head of the Sastern-nuropean section, CASTRO Farina's, for
one, yho might serve effectively as the Spanish chief Dor a new group to produce program,
to be broadcast by VACCOMLI 13. At any rate, I feel that the Seanish chief to head this
effort Shoed be nominated ahead of time by vconan before the •peopoeal is made. A
caunterepropesal, with the excaption of certain requests for featherbeddine, is not
likely, in my opinion, and if one were made it would probable turn on questions of
personalities involved rather than on policy. (Although I eontioned e . CASTRO Farinas
above; he might well not be politfcallyeceeptab c., , He apparently was relieved of his
job in the East-European section due to ispiciobss of hi e being overly- pro-American.)

• Boggested moves prior to beginning negotiations.

a. Prior to beginning negotiations, I uould recommend that the eolS monitor
RIC Eastern-European broadcasts to provide samples of the material ueed in all of the
languages that might be Involved in broadcasts nvar the A:CW.1B station. This would
be necessary because the content of many of #ke programs is almost unknown to us at
presatt. We have ertensive information only on the Russian program and on the programs
from the Baltic countries. Probably nobody in the Spanish clovernment knows anything
about 'stoat goes out over the air in any language other than Russian and very little
about it. The monitoring report sight be rather surprising to send to top-level people,
might provide a good arguing point in insisting on only a properly organized program
being put out over vcarem station.
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b. As to a specific proposal to make to the Spanish to head off a request
from them for time on the AMCOMLIB station, one that might be very welcome
would be a broadcast series aimed scocifically at answering Radio Espana
Independents (REI). The Caudillo is personally interested in combating
REX, though the method he has chosen to date, program B of the Russian
section, isafarce. It is supposed to originate in sole secret redout
of the Czarists underground. Each program begins with the phrase, 0Atten-
tion Cemtlemeut o. The to the lack of material it often encounters, fre-
quent resort is made to plmying records, sometimes for as much as half of
the program. A proposal to monitor and expose Ms deriding its falsifi-
cations and attacking the USSR for the same faults RI finds in Spain,
might find a response from the Spanish Government and be of genuine pro-
paganda value. For such a project, almost none of the current staff of
the Russian Desk of the radio would serve. A1V/ROIL/106 could work in
such a project with effect, but none of the others could. In addition
to other advantages, a proposal to have a 'especial ,' program with a definite
goal-..-.giving the lie to RED.—would have the advantage of separating that
program from the Eastern-European section of RNE. Although I don't know
how the Ministry of Information works nor the personalities involved in
its upper level, I suspect it would be feasible to present this as a
speciat project that should depend directly from the chief of the General
Directorate of Infbrmation and have no further contact with the lower
echelons of the Ministry.

5. Miscellaneous Notes

a. Degree to 'which the Spanish would be interested in Amcomm radio time.

I have forgotten if Howland Sergeant told me whether the Spanish Government
had already asked specifically about mall) time for their programs. If
to date the subject has not yet been bought up in any form other than
vague references to some future development of this sort, I would suggest
going slaw is bringing it up. If possible, efforts should be made to find
out in friendly conversation and elicitation whether there is any real
interest in requesting time on the part of top-level officials in the
government. Although I believe it in very wise to plan for this eventuality
and ultimately to make a proposal to the Spanish before they mmke ma to
AMCOMLIB, having given same thought to the matter since talking to Sergeant
and Meyer, I have come to wonder whether the Spanish are seriously interested
in requesting time. As mentioned above, the only reasons I can see for their
wanting it would be national prestige, which is a considerable reason I grant,
and employment for friends and relatives. For that reason I would be careful
that the advance planning of a proposal to be made by AMCOMLIB to the Spanish
be done in such a way as not to raise their attention. Once the idea is
saggested,_they are certain to grab hold of it and demand that it be implement*
If, of course, they have made a fairly firm statement to the effect that they
would desire time on the radio, then those considerati.ons do not apply.

b. Programs in languages other than those directed to the Soviet Union.

Producing programs in Russian would be difficult enough in vise of the
limited man power resourcee available to the Spanish. Producing programs
in other languages would necessitate their relying on the current contri-
butors to the East-European section of KNM for material and announcers.
I believe it would be extremely difficult than to assert any careful con-
trol or guidance over program content. It may be, when the results of a
monitoring sample are available, that certain of the minority nationality
or Eastern...European satellite programs are of such excellent quality (the
Pali* program may be) that they can be transmitted over AMCOMLIB station
without difficulties. However, pending evidence to the contrary, I believe
that Spanish program in the languages of the gastern-European satellites
are likely to prove to be distinctly eMbarrasing to the United. States and
to the American Committee. So far as I know, the political ideology of
most of the contributors holds Radio Free Europe in as great contempt as
it does the Communists.



c. Cost considerations

One factor in making the proposal that must be borne in mind is that it
will cost money. If the proposal that I have sug7estedj a program in
Russian to answer REI„ were made ANCOMIB should be prepared to foot
most of the bill for its preparation. This would probably :include the
services of two or three monitors, a coUple of editors and a couple of
announcers at the very leaSt. And that in addition to the cost of the
necessary technical equipment. In my experience, any proposal made to
the Spanish Government that it act in a certain matter implicitly
includes the assumption that we will pa y for it. From a purely economic
point of view, therefore, it would. be much cheaper to accept tapes pre-
pared. by RI! and play them co7er the AnCOMLIII station. If this were done,
however, they woad almost certainly be the same tapes that were put out
over we, 'with 2erhaps certain additions, but probably not significant ones
and certainly not necessarily improving ones. In addition to the other
factors that I have mentioned above, I believe this would he the case
because the resources of the Spanish Covernment to produce oropaganda
material in the Flastern- 7Nropean languages do not adequately cover their
current endeavors and I cannot imaFine that they will ho able to make more
money available.
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